· Below is a summarization of the Collins Method:

· Type One writing assignments are a simple way to let you know what you know about a certain content area, get your ideas down on paper and assure me that you are thinking about a topic/topics as we are covering them in class

· Type Two writing assignments require that you provide the correct information in response to a specific question.  I do not judge the quality of the writing—just the content.  Type One and Two writing assignments are designed to be completed quickly and to promote thought.

· Types Three and Four writing assignments are designed to produce ideas and to develop writing skills.  These types use a concept called focus correcting.  Focus correcting is based on the belief that your writing improves more quickly when the student works to improve a few writing problems at a time.  The areas will be explained and announced in advance so that you can focus your energy on them.

· Type Five writing assignments require you to produce publishable work.  This means you will be handing in work that is free as possible from all errors.

· In some cases, you will do a Type One assignment, edit and revise it so it becomes a Type Three, and finally polish it so that it becomes a Type Five.  This system will help me encourage you to think better, take chances, formulate ideas, and polish your own ideas into finished compositions.

